
Thirty years ago members of the local faith-based community had an idea to create 
an organization to assist neighbors in need and help prevent homelessness and 
hunger.  Over the years the agency they established, CAC, has impacted 19,500 
families in the communities of Sandy Springs and Dunwoody.   

In the �rst year of operation in 1987, CAC, then known as the Community Action 
Center, helped 200 families with basic needs of rent, utility assistance, food and 
clothing on a $24,800 budget.

Since then, CAC, now called the Community Assistance Center, has become a 
cornerstone of human services in the area serving more than 2,200 households 
a year, touching 5,500 
individuals a year, with a $2.5 
million annual budget. The 

nonpro�t is supported by 28 congregations of all faiths, businesses, 
civic organizations,  individuals, foundations and grants.

Currently CAC is planning for future expansion to meet increasing 
requests for assistance as poverty rises in the suburbs.  Plans include a 
larger thrift shop and food pantry, more adult education space as well 
as satellite sites in south Sandy Springs and Dunwoody. To make this a 
reality CAC has launched a $2 million Building Hope campaign.  Please 
help CAC build hope among families in need!

Read more inside!

Free School Supplies Help Working Families 
For families that live on a tight budget or su�er a �nancial set back such as a job loss, seasonal expenses such 
as school supplies for children can be a hardship.  Yanet and her family experienced a stressful �nancial 
situation a couple of years ago when she took time o� for surgery during which time the restaurant where 
she worked closed. The family struggled on one income, a neighbor told them about CAC. CAC gave her family 
food, clothing for back to school and new backpacks with school supplies for all 4 children, a $200 value. "As 
the summer came to an end my girls got really worried about school supplies," said Yanet. "They were just 
delighted to get the new backpacks and school supplies from CAC and were very happy with any colors they 
got." Yanet found another job and the family no longer needed help from CAC. But now she is losing her job 
again, and will request school supply assistance from CAC again this summer while she looks for new work.  

Give Kids Tools for School!  See Back for Details.

A publication by

30 Years of  Service to the Community

Volume 8,  Issue 3 • Spring 2017

In This Issue:
30 Years of Service

School Supplies Help Families

Congregations Give Support

Building Hope for the Future

Community Supports Campaign

Suburban Poverty Rises

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

2017 Board of Directors

Food `n Fun Celebration

30 Years of Service
30 Years of Community Support

$21 Million in Contributions

19,700 Households Served

$12 Million in Cash Distributed to Clients

14,522 Evictions Prevented

$2.9 Million of Food Distributed Since 2010

Currently Utilizing 1,600 Volunteers a Year



Congregations Give 30 Years of  Support
In 1986 the local faith-based community had a heart to help those in need, the will to act 
and the vision to create a ministry that was sustainable. The Sandy Springs Ministerial 
Association formed a 5-member commission, the Community Action Commission, in 
response to an increasing number of people in our community who needed assistance; 
they believed a coordinated e�ort utilizing resources from the faith-based community 
would have the greatest impact and prevent overlap in services. The commission 
established the mission and created an organizational structure for an independent 
agency as well as garnered broader based support for the e�ort. Representatives from 
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church, Holy Innocents’ Episcopal Church, Sandy 
Springs Christian Church, St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church and First Baptist 

Church of Sandy Springs served as 
commission members.  Mt. Vernon 
provided a space for the newly formed 
Community Action Center (CAC). Holy 
innocents’ provided seed money and 
volunteers were recruited as other 
congregations joined the e�ort. Through the years, thirty-three congregations have supported CAC and its 
mission, helping it to serve more neighbors each year. Each congregation has contributed to the work of 
CAC with �nancial contributions and in-kind donations, as well as with engaged clergy and parishioners 
who have served as advisors, board members and volunteers. To this day, congregations continue to be 
integral to CAC’s ability to serve the community.
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Dr. Joe B. Martin of Mount Vernon Presbyterian, left; Rev. Bob Dannals of Holy 
Innocents’ and Rev. Danny Gulden of Sandy Springs Christian accepted recognition 
awards for their congregations at CAC's 2017 Annual Meeting.

In Recognition of  All Congregations Involved with Establishing and Supporting CAC
1986-87 Five Member Community Action Commission

First Baptist Church of Sandy Springs  •  Holy Innocents’ Episcopal Church
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church  •  Sandy Springs Christian Church  •   St. Jude the Apostle Catholic Church

Episcopal Church of the Atonement – 1987
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Apostles - 1987

Northside Independent Methodist Church - 1987
Sandy Springs United Methodist Church – 1987

The Church of St. Andrew – 1987
Temple Sinai - 1988

Congregation B'nai Torah - 1988
Mount Vernon Baptist Church – 1988

Dunwoody United Methodist Church - 1992

Rivercli� Lutheran Church - 1992
St. John United Methodist Church - 1992

St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church - 1992
Kingswood United Methodist Church - 1997

North Springs United Methodist Church – 1997
Northwest Unitarian Universalist Congregation - 1997

Dunwoody Baptist Church - 2002
Dunwoody Community Church - 2002

Church of the Redeemer - 2006
New Hope Church - 2006

North Atlanta Churc of Christ - 2006
Temple Emanu-El – 2006

Second Church of Christ, Scientist - 2009
Atlanta North Seventh Day Adventist Church - 2011

St. Barnabas Anglican Church - 2011
The Village Church - 2012

Genesis Bible Church – 2012
Kairos Church - 2015

Holy Spirit Catholic Church – 2016

CAC 30 Year Anniversary 1987 – 2017

It is a blessing to have a trustworthy 
organization like CAC to which we can 
send our resources and through which 
we can volunteer our time with the 
con�dence that our e�orts will not just 
be used e�ciently, but be multiplied by 
the shared participation and compassion 
of other communities of faith.
~ Dr. Joe B. Martin, 
     Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church



Dr. Joe B. Martin of Mount Vernon Presbyterian, left; Rev. Bob Dannals of Holy 
Innocents’ and Rev. Danny Gulden of Sandy Springs Christian accepted recognition 
awards for their congregations at CAC's 2017 Annual Meeting.
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 Building Hope for the Future
As CAC celebrates 30 years of service, plans for the future are also underway. Thanks to the support of a 
community that cares, CAC is excited to announce its $2 Million Building Hope Campaign to fund facility and 
program expansion. The campaign will ensure greater accessibility to those living in poverty and 
enhancement of services designed to help clients lift themselves out of the cycle of poverty. Plans are 
underway for the purchase and renovation of a building at 8607 Roswell Road in Sandy Springs which will 
allow for:

• CAC Thrift Boutique expansion to serve more and grow income to support CAC.

• A larger Food Pantry to serve 45% more in the next 5 years. 

• Addition of 2 satellite o�ces to allow CAC to reach more residents in need of assistance. 

• Expansion of Adult Education to enhance life and job skills and promote self-su�ciency. 

• Creation of a new Job Center to promote self-su�ciency through greater �nancial stability. 

Poverty in Suburbs 
on the Rise

Between 2000 and 2011 poverty in the 
Atlanta suburbs increased by 158 percent.

As many as 40,000 of the 150,000 residents 
(26%) in CAC’s service area have family 
incomes of $45,000 or less, according to U.S. 
Census data. 

Meanwhile, CAC served 5,500 residents
in 2016. Of our clients, 80 percent live in 
poverty on $20,000 or less. The 2017 federal 
poverty level for a family of four is $24,600.

Building Hope Campaign Gets Strong Community Support
Please join our community and help ensure that CAC will be able to assist 

increasing numbers of  neighbors with basic needs and provide them tools for a better future! 

Learn more at www.ourcac.org/buildinghope  •  Donate Today at www.ourcac.org/donate
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CAC is a volunteer-powered nonpro�t that operates on donations and grants. Currently, more than 1,600 
volunteers a year give their time to help their neighbors in need. From the board of directors to volunteers 
who work on a regular basis to groups that do one-time projects, the combined e�ort resulted in 33,982 
volunteer hours in 2016 valued at  $800,616!  In 2016 CAC was operated by 328 regularly scheduled volun-
teers plus 1,343 volunteers who came as part of groups. Donors and volunteers provided and delivered more 
than $2 million in goods and services in 2016 to 5,514 individuals seeking assistance.

Prevented 682 evictions/giving $219,805 in Assistance
Gave 3,926 individuals Food valued at $1,174,850

Gave 4,014 individuals Clothing
Gave 426 children Summer Lunch Bags 

Gave 764 children School Supplies
Gave 1,238 children Holiday Gifts

Prepared 488 Tax Returns for free through VITA
Provided $276,261 in Adult Education services

75% reported their housing was stable after 180 days of receiving help

Volunteers and sta� recognized for 10 years of service: Mary Vaughan, left; Liza Hlas (sta�), Lynne Jackson, and Eileen Epstein for 20 years!

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Each year CAC thanks all volunteers with an appreciation luncheon, hosted again this year by Temple Sinai.

Volunteers recognized for 10 years of service: Mary Vaughan, left; Liza Hlas,
Lynne Jackson, and Eileen Epstein for 20 years!

Doug Lott, right, was named adult education 
teacher of the year.

2017 CAC
Board of  Directors
Shelly Dozier-Mckee, President
Confetti Style Interiors

John Jokerst, 1st Vice President
Carter
 
Dorris Shelton-Gulley, 2nd Vice President
Community Representative

Terry Hartigan, Treasurer
St. Jude Catholic Church

Marian Macleod-Elliot, Asst. Treasurer
Henssler

Rev. Josh Amerson
Dunwoody United Methodist Church

Toshia Battle
Northrop Grumman

Nancy Berger
AT&T

Charles Crosby
Holy Innocents' Episcopal Church

Dick Derrick
Dunwoody United Methodist Church

Nancy Doss
Volunteer Representative

Anne Hicks
Georgia Transmission Corp.
 
Kevin Horgan
UPS, retired
 
Doug Hunter
Holder Construction
 
Anne Marie Lochner
Graphic Packaging
 
Missy MacGinnitie
Community Representative
 
Terry Nall
Dunwoody City Council
 
Mary Beth Spence
Emory St. Joseph's Hospital
 
Luis Torres
UPS
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Groups Collect Food to Stock Pantry for Busy Summer 
Thirty-four groups from schools, congregations, businesses and civic organizations took part in CAC’s 2017 
Food `n Fun Challenge, a community-wide food drive. They collected 40,000 pounds of food to provide for 
families in need this summer! CAC distributes 30,000 pounds of food  per month which serves 500 families 
or about 1,200 visits a month to the pantry.  Winners of the 2017 Food `n Fun Challenge were announced 
at the Food `n Fun Celebration on Saturday, May 6, 2017.

Preventing Child Hunger this Summer
Providing free food to individuals and families in need is central to CAC’s mission to prevent hunger and homelessness. 
Summers are particularly challenging for families that live on low wages and have children who receive the federal 
free or reduced-priced meal program at school. In Sandy Springs more than 50 percent of public school students 
qualify for the program and in Dunwoody almost 20 percent qualify.  When school is not in session in the summer 
these families often struggle to provide enough food for their children.  CAC provides Summer Lunch Bags to families 
with school aged children to ensure children won’t go hungry. Each CAC Summer Lunch Bag contains 5 lunches that a 
child can easily prepare. In 2016 CAC distributed 426 lunch bags containing 6,385 lunches for local children.

Your donation of $40 provides a Summer Lunch Bag containing 5 lunches for a child!
Donate online today at 

www.ourcac.org/donate



A Benefit for the Community Assistance Center

CAC, Helping Neighbors in Need in Sandy Springs and Dunwoody since 1987.

 PO Box 501298
Atlanta, GA 31150

  

 
 

 

®

Funding for CAC is provided in part by the 
City of Sandy Springs, Fulton County Human Services

and the United Way of Greater Atlanta.

Community Assistance Center • 1130 Hightower Trail - Sandy Springs, GA 30350 • O�ce 770-552-4889 -  Helpline 770-552-4015
w w w . o u r c a c . o r g

Give a Child School Supplies for just $35!
www.ourcac.org/toolsforschool

Save the Date

Celebrating 30 Years of Service! See details inside!

Help Children in Need Succeed in School

October 7, 2017
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal Church


